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Subject-verb agreement
1. Identify the subject of each sentence in this complex text and underline it.      
The Electoral College consists of 538 electors. A majority of 270 electoral votes is required to elect the President. Your state’s entitled allotment of electors equals the number of members in its Congressional delegation: one for each member in the House of Representatives plus two for your Senators. Read more about the allocation of electoral votes. 

Under the 23rd Amendment of the Constitution, the District of Columbia is allocated 3 electors and treated like a state for purposes of the Electoral College. For this reason, in the following discussion, the word “state” also refers to the District of Columbia. 

Each candidate running for President in your state has his or her own group of electors. The electors are generally chosen by the candidate’s political party, but state laws vary on how the electors are selected and what their responsibilities are. Read more about the qualifications of the Electors and restrictions on who the Electors may vote for. 

Zdroj: http://www.archives.gov/federal-register/electoral-college/about.html
2. Complete the sentences with the appropriate verb form of the verb to be or the verb in brackets (singular or plural). Sometimes both forms are possible.   

1. The embezzler was thought to escape to the Bahamas but her present whereabouts………  unknown.

2. The hotel staff……… given a pay rise.

3. The symphonic orchestra……… of 50 players. (consist)
4. All the orchestra……… invited to the banquet.

5. The BBC……… one of the most reliable media organisations in the world. (be)
6. The crowd……….  getting impatient as the pop star didn't show up.

7. The news from the area hit by the earthquake………  quite positive. (seem)
8. Measles………  among children' diseases. (belong)
9. The police………  planning another anti- corruption raid.

 10. The outskirts of large cities……… always ……… very nice. (not look)
3. Fill in the verbs in singular or plural. Distinguish between the general use of the noun and its usage as an academic discipline. 
1. Her politics……………… since she was a student. (change)  
2. Economics……………… at the College of Economics in Prague. (study) 

3. Recent statistics……………. that most people are dissatisfied with the government. (prove)
4. Politics ……… quite popular among both male and female students. (be)
5. The economics of his last investment……… dubious. (be) 
4. Fill in the correct verb form of be or have in singular or plural. Sometimes both forms are possible.  

1. All his luggage ……… damaged after the flight.
2. The number of Chinese students in Europe ……… growing.
3. A large number of visitors ……… just entered the audience hall.
4. Neither of them ……… taken any photos yet.  
5. Each of the students ………  travel insurance.
6. The majority of residents ……… pleased with the new shopping centre. 
7. A lot of information about the disaster ……… published yesterday.
8. None of the girls ……… invited to his party. 
9. The majority of venison ………. sold within two hours. 
10. The number of DVDs in our library ……… decreased dramatically.
11. Fish and chips ……… Britain's traditional fast food.

12. 25 per cent (percent) of the population ……… travelled abroad recently.

13. 10 percent (per cent) of people .........  heavy smokers. 
5. Join the sentences using either …or, and neither …nor.
1. Both her children and the mother want to go out. But someone must stay at home.   
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. .

2. Peter wasn't at the meeting. His brother wasn’t there either. 
  ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. .

3.  The teacher has found information but the students can do it themselves too.
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. .

4. The prime Minister isn’t guilty. The Members of his cabinet aren't guilty either. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. .

5. Both the company owner and the trade unions have to make the final decision. But only one of them can.  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. .

6.  I’m not against the radical candidate. My parents aren't against him either.     

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. .

.

Seznam literatury

Eastwood, John: Oxford Practice Grammar, Intermediate, OUP, Oxford 2010

Hewings, Martin: Advanced Grammar in Use, CUP 1999

Macpherson, Robin: Základy anglické stylistiky, Academia, Praha 1997

McCarthy, Michael, O'Dell, Felicity: English Vocabulary in Use, New Edition, CUP 2001 

Murphy, Raymond: English Grammar in Use, CUP 1997

Peprník, Jaroslav: English Lexicology, Olomouc 2003 
