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Religious Groups









I. Match the names of each religious group with the picture and its description (A-E).
 Amish, Black Muslims, Mennonites, Mormons (the Salt Lake City Temple), Rastafari  

1.






2.
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1. http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/9/93/Salt_Lake_Temple%2C_Utah_-_Sept_2004-2.jpg/220px-Salt_Lake_Temple%2C_Utah_-_Sept_2004-2.jpg
2. http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcR1zyl4jnqrSn34WPavp_5nz44R_PI7P4KYGc3DubpXvfnybe1D
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A. This religious and cultural group is related to Mormonism and its members are considered to be the members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. The movement began in the 1820s, when Joseph Smith had visions in New York. After his death Mormons followed Brigham Young to today's area of Utah. A characteristic feature of the group is a strong sense of communality. In the second half of the 19th century a small group of Mormons openly practiced polygamy. Mormons spend a lot of time serving in church or they even do a proselytizing mission (they try to convert others to their belief). They abstain from alcohol tobacco, tea, coffee and other substances that could be addictive. They don't practise sex without marriage and require strict fidelity. Although Christians, they believe not only in the Bible but in the Book of Mormon as well. They consider Joseph Smith a living prophet and believe other living prophets and apostles will guide people on their way. One of the well-known Mormons is the ex-presidential candidate Mitt Romney.        

B. These traditionalist Christians are regarded as a subgroup of the Mennonite Churches. They were the followers of Jakob Amman, who left Germany and Switzerland at the beginning of 18th century, mainly to avoid religious persecution. Their largest communities can be found in Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana and Iowa and their population is estimated at 250,000. Some of them still speak Pennsylvania Dutch (German) or Swiss German. They are known for their simple and humble way of life. Men work in the fields or make wooden furniture, women look after the house and their children. They wear plain, old-fashioned clothes and married men grow a long beard. They don't use any modern conveniences, such as electricity and cars and travel in buggies pulled by horses. They don't have any health or social insurance and refuse to do military service. They usually operate their own small schools and the education finishes at grade eight. They put emphasis on the church. Between the ages 16-25 the children are baptised and become the members of the church. Afterwards, they are allowed to marry only within the community. Servises take place every other Sunday at a member's home. 

C.  This Protestant, Anabaptist group were the followers of the writings of Menno Simons. They arrived in the USA along with the Quakers in the 17th century. Most Mennonites are usually less traditional than the Amish. They don't follow such a strict dress code and usually use modern conveniences. However, you can recognize their car, as they paint their chrome bumpers black to demonstrate their humbleness. Mennonites have been known as pacifists. They also were the first group who wrote a protest against slavery in the USA. The Mennonite Disaster Service and other Mennonite organisations provide relief to disaster victims in the USA as well as throughout the world.     
D. The term refers to any Black person that is Muslim. However, traditionally it describes some of the African-American nationalist organisations. Black Nationalism was born in 19th century and one of its main proponents was Martin Delany. The main ideas of the ideology are self-determination of the Black population and their separation from European society. Black nationalists of the 1íth century introduced also the idea to repatriate African-American slaves back to Sierra Leone and Nigeria.     
E. The spiritual movement is considered both a religion and a “Way of Life“. Its members are called Rastas or The Rastafari and there are over one million of them in the world. It came in to being in Jamaica in the 1930s but its origins go back to Africa. Rastas worship the Emperor of Ethiopia, Haile Selassie I., who ruled the country between 1930 and 1974. The Emperor is considered to be God the Father or Jesus in his Second Advent. Thus, Ethiopia should represent Zion, the Heaven on Earth. On the other hand, the western “degenerate“ society is referred to as Babylon, which is full of sensual pleasures, oppression and materialism. The Rastafari way of life includes the spiritual use of cannabis. However, alcohol is considered unhealthy and most Rastas are vegetarians and vegans. The world became widely acquainted with the movement thanks to the reggae musician Bob Marley. Thanks to him it is also fashionable to wear dreadlock, which are also associated with Rastas.  Green, gold and red are their traditional colours as well.  
II. Answer the questions. 

1. When did the Mormon movement begin?

2. What do you know about Mormons? 

3. Where do the largest communities of Amish live?

4. What do they wear?

5. Where do they hold their religious services?

6. Do Mennonite organisations help people in need? 

7. How can you recognize a Mennonite car?

8. What people does traditionally the term Black Muslim describe?
9. Who do the Rastas worship?

10. What is the Rastas attitude to cannabis? And what about alcohol?

III. Language work.  Fill in the missing words in the right form:

prophet, convert, repatriate, bumpers, self-determination, conveniences, persecution, oppression, associate, abstain
1. Amish don't use modern……………… .
2. They try to ………………  others to their belief.
3. They consider Joseph Smith a living……………… .
4. Mormons ………………  from alcohol, tobacco and coffee.
5. They left Europe to avoid religious……………… .
6. They paint their chrome ……………… black.
7. They wanted to……………… African-American slaves back to Sierra Leone and Nigeria.     
8. The main idea of the ideology is………………  the Black population.
9. Babylon is full of sensual pleasures, ……………… and materialism.
10. Dreadlocks are also ……………… with Rastas.
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