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Native Inhabitants









I. Match the names of native inhabitants with the correct picture and its description (A-E).
Aboriginals, Native Hawaiians, Inuit, Maori, Native Americans 
1. 2.         
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A.  Indigenous people of the USA are traditionally called Native Americans or American Indians. The term “Indians“ goes back to Christopher Columbus (1492), who believed to arrive in East Indies. The American continents were later known as „West Indies“: This term is still used in reference to the Caribbean. According to their stories, the indigenous peoples have lived on the land since their genesis. There were numerous tribes, whose language, beliefs and religion was different but all of them have a similar way of life. The famous tribes include the Chumash, Cherokee, Creek, Lakota (Sioux), Iroquois, Algonquians. The Natives stayed in groups, which were led by a chief. A tribal council was a decision-making body. They hunted, especially buffalo and used the skin and fur of the animals to make clothing and their traditional dwellings, tepee. They also had a spiritual leader called shaman or a medicine man. He was able to influence the weather and cure the illnesses spiritually. The European colonisation led to the devastation of their population and culture. Europeans brought infectious diseases.   The Natives, who didn't know the ownership of land, were gradually killed, deprived of their rights and forced to live in Indian reserves. Many indigenous people have suffered from alcoholism.
B.  Inuit (a plural, the singular is Inuk) is a term used for indigenous peoples with similar culture, who inhabit the Arctic regions in Canada, the USA, Greenland and Russia. This group was originally called Eskimo.  In 1999 the territory Nunavut was established in Canada. It is the first territory run by indigenous people in the world. Its capital city is Iqaluit, which has a population of 7.000. Inuit have traditionally hunted whale, seal and walrus. To travel on water, they use single passenger boats covered with sealskin, called qajaq (kayak). To travel on land as well as sea ice they use dogs sled. The teams of dogs usually consist of the breeds like the Canadian Eskimo Dog, the Greenland Dog, the Siberian Husky and the Alaskan Malamute.  Some Inuit lived temporally in snow dwellings called igloo in winter. In warmer months they made tents similar to tepees or they built sod houses. Inuit clothes and footwear are made from animal skins.   

C. Australian Aboriginals is a term used for the indigenous inhabitants of mainland Australia. Most Aboriginals speak English today and they created their own Australian Aboriginal variety of English. Originally, Aboriginals were hunters and gatherers. They were able to manufacture a variety of tools and weapons, such as axes, knives, spear, and shields. The best-known weapon represents the boomerang (return or no return). It is a curved piece of wood, which is thrown to kill an animal. Today it is also used for sport. Aboriginals also made strings, nets and net baskets. They used bone needles to stitch animal skins and created rugs and cloaks. They use earth pigments to colour their bodies, and their artists portrayed animals, plants and hunting scenes on rocks and wood. Their traditional music instrument is called didgeridoo.         
D. The Māori are originally indigenous Polynesian people, who settled New Zealand in the 12th century. Within several centuries they developed a unique culture with the own language (known as Te Reo Māori), mythology, performing arts and crafts. They lived in tribal groups and grow plants. They also had a distinctive warrior culture. The European colonisation, which started in the 17th century, changed the Māori way of life dramatically. Initially, the European and Māori coexistence was peaceful, following the Treaty of Waitangi in 1840. Later due to the disputes over the land conflicts arose and, which gradually led to the decrease of the Māori population and the devastation of their culture. Since the beginning of the 20th century the situation has improved. Currently, there are 620,000 Māori in the country. They live mainly in the East Cape, Auckland and Wellington on the North Island. The Te Reo Māori has been an official language since 1987 and it has been taught at school. The traditional Māori performance art is called Kapa haka ("haka team"). The Haka dance is a part of the warrior’s culture, as it was performed by men before going into a battle.  
E. The term native Hawaiians refers to the Polynesian indigenous people who settled the Hawaiian Islands. There are approximately 400 000 native Hawaiians. Most of them live in the State of Hawaii, California, Nevada and Washington. The Hawaiians are well-known for their peaceful, easy-going, calm and tolerant character and garlands (called lei), which they hang around the neck on many occasions. The most famous performing art of Hawaii is hula dancing. It is very graceful and romantic and can express feelings and stories from peoples' lives.  
II. Answer the questions. 

1. Why were the Native Americans called Indians?
2. What was the name of their leader? And did they have a spiritual leader?
3. What is Nunavut?
4. How do Inuit travel?
5. What could the Aboriginals manufacture?

6. What's their traditional musical instrument?

7. What was the treaty of Waitangi?
8. What is Haka dance?
9. Where are the native Hawaiians originally from?
10. What do they hang around your neck if you visit Hawaii?
III. Language work.  Fill in the missing words in the appropriate form:

disputes, mainland, coexistence, pigments, warrior, graceful, footware, devastation, ownership, walrus
1. The native didn't know the……………… of land.
2. The European colonisation led to the……………… of their population and culture.
3. Inuit have traditionally hunted whale, seal and……………… .
4. Inuit clothes and……………… are made from animal skins.
5. Aboriginals are the indigenous inhabitants of ……………… Australia.
6. They use earth……………… to colour their bodies.
7. Due to the……………… over the land conflicts arose.
8. They also had a distinctive………………  culture.
9. Initially, the European and Māori………………  was peaceful.
10. Hula is a very ………………  and romantic dance.
.
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