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The Commonwealth of Nations







I. Match the headings with the pictures and the appropriate texts (A-E).
The Commonwealth Games, The flag of the Commonwealth, the Head of the Commonwealth, The history of the Commonwealth of Nations, The map of the member states
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A. It is an intergovernmental organisation of 54 member states, which promotes liberty, the rule of law, free trade, multilateralism and world peace. The name Commonwealth of Nations originates from 1884, when Lord Rosebery visited Australia and noticed the growing independence of some of the British colonies. This led to the creation of Imperial Conferences, regular gatherings of the heads of self-governing colonies.   At the Balfour Conference of 1926 the British Commonwealth of Nations was created as a free association of Britain and its dominions. The first members were Canada, Australia and New Zealand. Following World War II, the British Empire split into 14 overseas territories. At the London Conference of 1949 the word “British“ was dropped from the name of the organisation.              
B. All 54 member states of the Commonwealth except for Mozambique and Rwanda were parts of the British Empire. However, former British colonies like Egypt, Iraq, Transjordan, British Palestine, Kuwait, Bahrain and other Arabic countries in the area never joined the Commonwealth.  In 1949 Ireland declared itself a republic and under the rules had to leave the Commonwealth. The Rules were changed by the London Declaration and India, which became republic in 1950 but pledged to respect the Crown, wasn't forced to leave the Commonwealth. Pakistan required to be given the same conditions as India. Many of the member states are either republics or constitutional monarchies with their own ruler. Thus, the Commonwealth includes Great Britain, Australia, Canada, New Zealand, India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nigeria, South Africa…the smallest member state is Tuvalu. The membership can be terminated, e.g. on the grounds of human rights violations, which happened to Zimbabwe in 2003.   
C. Elisabeth II. (1926) is the constitutional monarch of 16 Commonwealth realms , their territories and dependencies, and head of the 54-member Commonwealth of Nations. (The 16 Commonwealth realms are countries where the head of state is still the British monarch. They include Great Britain itself, Papua New Guinea, which was formerly governed by Australia and former British colonies such as Australia, Canada, New Zealand, The Bahamas, Barbados, Jamaica usw.). She is also Supreme Governor of the Church of England. She succeeded her father George VI to the throne on 6 February 1952. Currently she has reigned for 60 years, which is the second longest period for a British monarch. It was only queen Victoria who was on the throne for 63 years.  Elisabeth was born in London and was given a private education at home. As she didn't have any brother she was the heir presumptive from 1936 when her father acceded to the throne (became the king). During the Second World War she began working in the public service. She has four children Charles, Anne, Andrew and Edward with her husband Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, whom she married in 1947. She was crowned the British queen in 1953, and it was the first coronation service shown on TV.  

D. In the Commonwealth flag there is a golden symbol consisting of the globe, which is surrounded by 61 radiating spears. The spears form the letter “C“(Commonwealth). The golden symbol is in a dark blue field. The number 61 should be the many ways in which the Commonwealth is active in the world. The flag was developed in 1973 by two Canadian officials and was officially adopted in 1976. The flag can be seen at the headquarters of the Commonwealth Secretariat, Marlborough House in London. For a limited period, it is also flown at the venues of Commonwealth events and meetings.   

E. The Commonwealth Games are the third largest sports event, following the Olympic Games and the Asian games. As the British Empire Games they were first held in 1930 in Hamilton, Ontario, Canada. They take place every four years. They include many Olympic sports as well as sports particularly popular in Commonwealth countries, such as lawn bowls, rugby sevens or netball.  The Commonwealth of Nations has only 54 member states but 71 teams participate. For example, the parts of the United Kingdom, England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland compete separately.   The 2010 Commonwealth Games took place in Delhi, India.    
II. Answer the questions. 

1. Why was the Commonwealth of Nation created? 

2. Can a country be expelled from the Commonwealth?

3. How many member states does it have?
4. Can a republic be a member of the Commonwealth of Nations?
5. Did all the member states of the Commonwealth use to be former British colonies?

6. Are all former British colonies members of the Commonwealth?

7. What is the official title of Elisabeth II?  

8. What is the difference between the Commonwealth of Nations and the Commonwealth realms?

9. What does the Commonwealth Flag look like?

10. Where can the Commonwealth Flag be seen?  

11. Why there are more participants in the Commonwealth games than there are Commonwealth member states?

12. Are the Commonwealth games’ disciplines identical with those of the Olympic Games?

III. Language work.  Fill in the missing words in the right form:

gathering, radiate, coronation, intergovernmental, limited, adopt, terminate, pledge, netball, succeed 

1. The Commonwealth of Nations is……………… organization.
2. Imperial Conferences were regular ………………  of the heads of self-governing colonies.
3. India……………… to respect the Crown.
4. The membership can be……………… .
5. Elisabeth II………………  her father George VI to the throne.
6. It was the first ………………  service shown on TV.  
7. For a……………… period of time the flag is seen at different venues.
8. The globe is surrounded by 61……………… spears.
9. The flag was officially………………  in 1976.
10. The commonwealth games include sports such as lawn bowls, rugby sevens or……………… .
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