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The EU











I. Match the headings with the pictures and appropriate texts (A-H).
EU currency, EU and education, EU and health care system EU flag, EU institutions, EU and the labour market,  EU member states, Robert Schuman and the history of the EU,  the EU and travelling  
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A. The end of World War II can be seen as the beginning of the European integration, which should prevent such a devastating event again. The first European organisations came into being as early as in 1948. In 1952 the European Coal and Steel Community was created. The main proponents of the EU were Alcide De Gasperi, Jean Monnet, Paul-Henri Spaak and particularly the French Foreign Minister Robert Schuman, whose speech from 9th May 1950 has been celebrated as the “EU birthday”. The six founding members, Belgium, France, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, and West Germany, signed the Treaties of Rome in 1957 and created the European Atomic Energy Community (EURATOM) and the European Economic Community (EEC). In 1967 the three existing communities merged into one, the European Community. In 1985 the Schengen agreement was signed and gave rise to an area of free borders without passport controls between the member states.  The member countries decided to cooperate on defence, home affairs and justice more intensively and the Treaty of Maastricht signed in 1992 created the European Union. The year 2004 saw the biggest enlargement in the history of the European integration, as 10 countries, mainly the former Soviet block countries, joined the union. In 2009 the Lisbon Treaty changed the legal structure of the EU. The former three pillars of the EU merged into a single legal entity.     
B. The flag of the EU consists of twelve stars on a blue field. The blue colour represents the west, the number 12 perfection and the stars' constellation in a circle unity. Another symbol of the EU is the European Anthem. It is based on the prelude to ”The Ode to Joy”, which is a part of Ludwig van Beethoven’s Symphony No.9. The third symbol is ”Europe Day”, which is annually celebrated on 9th May to commemorate the so-called “Schuman Declaration” of 1950.        
C. The EU consists of 27 member states. Belgium, France, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, and West Germany were the founding members of the European Communities. In 1973 Denmark (including Greenland, which left in 1985), Ireland, and the United Kingdom became members. They were followed by Greece (1981), Portugal and Spain (both 1986). In 1995 Austria, Finland and Sweden joined the community.  The biggest enlargement came on 1st May 2004, when Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Slovakia and Slovenia joined. In 2007 Bulgaria and Romania became the members of community. On 1st July 2013 Croatia is scheduled to join the community as the 28th member. There are five other candidate countries including Iceland, Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Turkey.
D.  The main bodies of the EU include the European Commission, the Council of the European Union, the European Parliament, the European Court of Justice, the Court of Auditors and the European Central Bank. The Committee of the Regions and the Economic and Social Committee are some of the other smaller bodies of the EU.  The European Commission is the highest executive body of the EU. Its current president is José Manuel Barroso.  It proposes new laws and policies to be discussed by the Council of the EU and it also carries out the decisions of the latter. The Commission negotiates with the non EU-states. The 27 commissioners are chosen by the member state governments. The current commissioner of the Czech Republic is Štefan Füle. The Council of the European Union was formerly called the Council of Ministers. It is the decision-making and the most powerful body of the EU. Its president is Herman Van Rompuy and each country delegates one minister (it is usually the Minister of Foreign Affairs). The European Parliament is the legislative body of the EU. It passes laws and the EU budget. The Parliament is made up of 785 MEPs (Members of European Parlament). They are elected by the citizens of each member country. In the Parliament they are seated according to their political orientation.  There are 24 Czech MEPs, for example, Zuzana Roithová, Jan Zahradil or Miroslav Ransdorf. The president of the European Parliament is Martin Schulz.      
E. The euro is the common currency of the EU. It has been adopted by 17 out of the 27 member states. Since 2002 it has been the monetary unit of Austria, Belgium, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Portugal and Spain.  In 2007 the euro went into circulation in Slovenia, followed by Cyprus and Malta (2008), by Slovakia in 2009 and by Estonia in 2011. The euro is issued by the European Central Bank (ECB), which controls the EU monetary policies. It is located in Frankfurt, Germany. A euro is divided in 100 cents. There are euro banknotes in denominations 5, 10, 20, 50, 100, 200 and 500 Euros. Coins issued in denominations of 1,2,5, 10, 20 and 50 cents and 1 and 2 euro, have the same European design on one side, but a national one on the reverse side.     
F. All EU citizens have the right to travel and stay in any of the member countries. Within the Schengen area (following the Schengen Agreement) they are not obliged to carry a passport. Their ID should represent a sufficient document. However, while travelling to further destinations, it is recommended to carry your passport. In addition, children, who don't have an ID, have to have their own passport. When travelling to an EU country on holiday, a business trip or to study, as an EU citizen, you are entitled to health care in any EU country. To make the conditions easier, you should get a European Health Insurance Card from your statutory health insurer. You can visit a local doctor or be hospitalized.
G. As EU citizens Czech students have the right to spend their whole studies (or several terms) in any of the EU country. The only preconditions include good secondary school results and the knowledge of the language in which the study programmes are provided. However, as the education systems and qualifications vary quite in different countries, it is better to do research before you decide to study abroad. 

H. As an EU member state citizen one has the right to work in any of the member states. However, some countries have set certain restrictions and the conditions concerning work-related rights, taxes, social benefits, social security and retirement pension may differ in each of the country. For more detailed information see: 
http://europa.eu/youreurope/citizens/work/

II. Answer the questions. 

1. What do you know about the beginnings of the European integration?
2. Which were the founding states of the European Communities?
3. Who was Robert Schuman?
4. What is the Schengen area?
5. When did the EU come into being?
6. How many member states are there in the EU?
7. Can you name the main institutions of the EU? What are their tasks?
8. What do you know about the euro? 
9. What are your rights as an EU citizen?
III. Language work.  Fill in the missing words in the right form:

anthem, security, decision-making, sufficient, monetary, insurer, qualifications, proponent, enlargement
1. The main proponents of the EU were Alcide De Gasperi, Jean Monnet, Paul-Henri Spaak and Robert Schuman.
2. The European ……………… is based on the prelude to ”The Ode to Joy”.
3. The biggest ……………… of the EU came on 1st May 2004.
4. The Council of the European Union is the……………… body.
5. The euro is the……………… of 17 member states.
6. The ID should be a ……………… document within the EU.
7. The education systems and ……………… vary in different countries.
8. You should get a European Health Insurance Card from your statutory health ……………… .
9. Conditions concerning the work-related rights and the social ……………… may differ.
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