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I. Match the names of the cities and places/things of interest in Australia with the correct picture and its description (A-E).
Great Barrier Reef, Great Victoria Desert, Kakadu National Park, marsupials and other unique animals, Sydney, Tasmania, Uluru   
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A. The Australian national park is located in the Northern Territory of Australia, 200 km southeast of the city Darwin. It belongs to the Alligator Rivers Region consisting of several rivers, waterfalls, swamps, rocks with a very rich fauna and flora. Within the area of the park there are important uranium mines. However, they are separated from the park. The climate is characterised by the rotation of the dry and wet season. The park boasts of 1700 plant species and a large number of marsupials, (e.g. wallabies and kangaroos), dingoes, black-footed tree-rats, Antilopine Kangaroos, birds (finch, hawk, parrot, kakadu), reptiles (two species of crocodiles), fish and insects ( bees, wasps, moths, termites, ants, grasshoppers).  Another point of interest is the Aboriginal rock paintings which can be found there.  
B. The largest coral reef system worldwide is situated off the coast of the Australian state of Queensland in the Coral See. It is 2600 km long and consists of almost 3000 reefs and 900 islands. It can be seen from the space. The reef is built and composed by coral polyps. It is often referred to as a wonder of natural world and in 1981 it was designated the UNESCO World Heritage Site. Aboriginal Australians considered the reef a part of their culture and spirituality.  The reef is a popular tourist destination. You can fly over in a helicopter or go on a cruise in a dinghy, super yacht, underwater observatory or a glass-bottomed boat. Thanks to the quality of water, the reef is suitable for snorkelling and Scuba-diving. Unfortunately, these activities lead to the diminishing of the coral cover.     

C. The island state was named after the Dutch explorer Abel Tasman who visited the island in 1642. The name is usually abbreviated as Tas or Tassie. The island is located off the south-eastern coast of Australia. It has approximately 500, 000 inhabitants, half of whom live in the capital city of Hobart. Apart from the mainland Australia, the island is very humid and green. Almost 50% of the area belongs to national parks, reserves and World Heritage Sites. It is also the home of the largest carnivorous marsupial, the Tasmanian devil The animal was named ”devil“ because it makes shrieking and groaning sound, which terrified the early settlers.       
D. Marsupials are ranked among mammals forming an extra infraclass. About 70% of the 334 species live in Australia. The distinctive feature of all of them is that the mother carries the young in a pouch before they are sufficiently developed. Kangaroos, koala, opossums, possums, Tasmanian devil, wallabies and wombats belong to the well-known marsupials. 
E. The large and high (348 above the desert) sand stone rock formation was also named by the European settlers in honour of the high-ranking official Eyers. It is located in the southern part of the Northern Territory, 335km of the town Alice Springs. The area around the formation is abundant in springs, caves, holes and Aboriginal paintings. The Aboriginal people, Anangu, consider the area sacred. It should be the place where the spirits of the creator beings still dwell.  If you want to enter the area, the admission fee is A$25 per person. The visitors can climb up the rock with a help of a chain handhold within an hour. However, Anangu people discourage people from climbing the sacred place. People who take rocks from the formation might be allegedly cursed and suffer from misfortune. 
F. The capital city of New South Wales is the larges city in Australia with a population of 4.6 million inhabitants. It is located on the south-east coast and boasts of nearly 60 kilometres of beaches. The city is very cosmopolitan. Its history goes back to 1788 when the first British colony, a penal colony, was established there. In 1938 British Empire games were held there. In 2000 the city hosted the Summer Olympic Games. The main landmarks of the city include the Opera House and The Harbour Bridge. The Opera House, opened in 1973, is a work of the Danish architect Jørn Utzon. It symbolises the waves breaking on the shore. The Harbour Bridge opened in 1932. It is a steel arch bridge spanning across the Sydney Harbour. You can walk, travel by car, train or bike over the bridge. 
G. The largest Australian desert was discovered in 1875 and it was named after the British Queen Victoria (see 1703). It's situated in the south-eastern part of the country and covers an area of app.350,000 square kilometres. The landscape is formed by minor sand hills, pebbles, plain covered with grass and salt lakes. The temperature rises up to 40 °C in summer and is about 20°C in winter.  The area is inhabited by the Indigenous Australians. There are several natural parks and reserves in the desert.  In the 1950s the UK carried out atomic weapons trials and some parts are still contaminated with plutonium-239. The desert isn't very rich in fauna and flora. Several types of eucalyptus grow there and wildlife includes some types of lizard, small marsupials, birds and dingo.     
II. Answer the questions. 

1. Can you find all the places of interest on the map? 

2. Why do people visit the Kakadu National Park?
3. Why is the Great Barrier Reef considered a wonder of the natural world?
4. What are the origins of the word “Tasmania“ and the word (Tasmanian) “devil“?
5. Why are marsupials an infraclass of the species mammals?

6. Would you climb up the Uluru mountain?

7. What do you know about the Sydney Opera House? 
8. What's the landscape of the Great Victoria Desert like?
III. Language work.  Fill in the missing words in the right form:

compose, penal, pouch, indigenous, carnivorous, swamp, sacred

1. The Alligator Rivers Region consists of several rivers, waterfalls, ……………… and rocks.  
2. The reef is built and……………… by coral polyps.
3. The Tasmanian devil is a ……………… marsupial.

4. The distinctive feature of marsupials is that the mother carries the young in a……………… 

5. The Aboriginals consider Uluru a ……………… place.

6. Sydney was founded as a ……………… colony.
7. The desert is inhabited by……………… Australians.
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