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The USA











I. I. Match the names of the cities and places/things of interest in the USA with the correct picture and its description (A-E).
  Alaska, Grand Canyon National Park, Hollywood,  Las Vegas, New Orleans, Niagara Falls, San Francisco  
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A. The National Park is situated in the state of Arizona and its area is about 1,217,262 acres (492,608 ha). It was established in 1919 and in 1979 it was designated the UNESCO World Heritage Site. The Grand Canyon and the system of its tributary canyons dates back to Precambrian times and represents a unique attraction because of its size, depth and the exposure of layers of colourful rocks. The canyon was created thanks to the uplifting Colorado Plateau and the incision of Colorado River and its tributaries. Some parts of the canyon are accessible by car, or you can also undertake a walking tour, for example on the Rim Trail. Las Vegas, Phoenix or the Grand Canyon National Park Airport are starting points for private canyon flyovers in helicopters or small airplanes.      
B. The city is situated in the desert area, in the state of Nevada.  It has gained the title The Entertainment Capital of the World or The Sin City, which makes it a very favourite setting for many films and other programmes. The city began as a resting point for the pioneers heading west. In 1931 when gambling became legalised the first casino hotels appeared. The real „development“ of the industry started in the scientists and other workers moved to the area to do the atomic bomb research within the Manhattan Project during the Second World War. Sometimes they held atomic test watching parties. Most of the major casinos were managed and financed by the organised crime figures. The city is famous for its extensive outdoor lighting displays (e.g. in Fremont Street.)

 C. The city is situated on the San Francisco peninsula and is the financial and cultural centre of Northern California. With its 880, 000 inhabitants, it is the fourth most populated city of California after Los Angeles, San Diego and San Jose. The history of the city goes back to 1776 when a fort at the Golden Gate Straight and a mission named after St. Francis of Assisi were established by the Spanish settlers. The rapid growth of the city began in the mid of the 19th century when thousands of prospectors flooded the area in search of gold. Thanks to the California Gold Rush San Francisco soon became the largest city on the West Coast. In 1906 the city was severely damaged by an earthquake and a fire. However, in 1915 the city hosted the Pacific International Exhibition and was already completely rebuilt. The city played an important part in the World War II, as it was a port of embarkation for the planes and ships in the battles between the Allies and Japan over the Pacific. During the Summer of Love of 1967 the city become the centre of the Hippie revolution and the gay rights movement and has been still considered the American centre of liberal activism. Thanks to its cool summers (temperatures exceed 75 °F (24 °C) on average only 28 days a year), fog, hilly scenery, an interesting mixture of architecture, the city belongs to the world's top tourist attractions. The suspension Golden Gate Bridge over the San Francisco bay has been declared a Wonder of the Modern World. Local picturesque cable cars form the last manually operated cable car system. The nearby island of Alcatraz used to serve as a most severe federal prison (e.g. for Al Capone). The Chinatown district houses the largest Chinese community (about 100,000 thousand inhabitants) in the world outside China.             
D. It's the largest but the least densely populated state in the USA. It's situated in the north-western part of the North American continent, bordering on Canada to the east, the Arctic Ocean to the north, and the Pacific Ocean to the west and south, with Russia further west across the Bering Strait. The capital city is Juneau, whereas the largest city is Anchorage, in which territory most of the Alaskan population of 731, 000 lives. Alaska was inhabited by numerous indigenous people, before the first European settlers arrived. In 1867 the US purchased Alaska form Russia on a very cheap price. During 1890s-1910s thousands of miners and settlers arrived here and in the nearby Yukon Territory in search of gold. This period is known as gold rushes. In 1959 it became the 49th state of the USA. The top tourist attractions include Kenai Fjords National Park with fjords created by glaciers. The Wrangell St. Elias National Park and Preserve is the largest national park of the U.S., covering an area of 20,000 square miles. It's larger than some countries. Dog sled race is a unique competitive race of 1,000 miles through rough and beautiful terrain.  The Denali National Park has   thriving wildlife, forests and glaciers. There is also Mount McKinley, North America's highest mountain peak. The wildlife in Alaska is abundant and includes e.g. brown bear, black bear, polar bear, caribou, moose, orca, and bald eagle, salmon.
E. It is a name for a system of three waterfalls situated on the Niagara River, which flows from Lake Erie into Lake Ontario.  They form the end of the Niagara gorge in the south as well as the border between Canada and the USA. The largest Horseshoe Falls are located in Ontario and are separated from the American Falls (state New York) by Goat Island. The smallest Bridal Vail Falls, which are also situated in the USA, are separated from the other falls by Luna Island.  The province of Ontario and the state of New York are connected by the Rainbow and the Whirlpool Rapids Bridge.   Due to its natural beauty they have been popular as a tourist attraction since the 16th century. Annually the falls are visited by 28 million tourists. From boat docks on both sides of the falls you can take part in the oldest (since 1846) and the best-known tourist attraction called the Maid of the Mist. The boat cruise is named after a mythical Ongiara Indian and carries you into the rapids straight below the falls.       
F. It is a district situated to the north-west of the downtown Los Angeles. As is has its own cultural identity and is the historical centre of the film industry, its name often serves as a metonym for  the American cinema.  The history of the place reaches as far as the year 1853; in 1910 the municipality was annexed by the city of Los Angeles. The beginning of the 20th century was marked by firm patent wars. Thus, it was safer to make films further from Edison's New York based company. Los Angeles was also suitable for its favourable climate. The first film was made there in 1920.  During the following years four major film companies Paramount, Warner Bros., RKO and Columbia opened its film studios there. The originally agrarian Hollywood Boulevard became a commercial centre. The Dolby Theatre (formerly known as the Kodak Theatre) is the place where the Oscar ceremony and the Academy Awards ceremony are held annually. Since 1999 the place has been connected with downtown Los Angeles by the subway.  
G. It's the "most unique" in America and the largest city in Louisiana as well as  a major port of the United States situated in the delta of the Mississippi River. The river and the steamboats were characteristic for the city.  The city was founded in 1718 by the French Mississippi company and was named after the French city of Orleans. Philippe, Duke of Orleans was Regent of France at the time. The city is famous for French architecture, notable for their large courtyards and intricate iron balconies. Creole was the name for the descendants of French and Spanish settlers.  The place was originally inhabited by the Chitimacha. Later as a major port, it noted a large influx of people from different parts of Europe and the world.  It gave the city its multilingual and cross-cultural character. The people speak a distinctive local dialect which differs from the typical southern American English. New Orleans is also famous for its cuisine which is based on French Creole cuisine and combines also French, Spanish, Italian, African, Native American, and Cajun, Chinese and Cuban traditions. It is also known as the birthplace of jazz.  The city is a home to many festivals and celebrations, of which is the carnival, called Mardi Gras, the most popular.  The „Jazz fest“, officially New Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival, is the major nation's music event. Other festivals include Voodoo Experience ("Voodoo Fest") and the Essence Music Festival or Tennessee Williams/ New Orleans Literary Festival. In 2005 and 2006 the city was badly damaged by the hurricanes Katrina and Rita. Federal authorities were blamed to fail to provide effective and well-timed aid.

II. Answer the questions. 

1. Where is Alaska situated? 

2. Would you like to visit Alaska? Why yes/no? 

3. What is the Grand Canyon?

4. Which cities/ places do I have to go to, if I want to fly over the Grand Canyon?

5. Why were the first film studios established in Hollywood and not in New York?

6. Where does the Oscar ceremony take place? 

7. Why is Las Vegas nicknamed the Sin City?

8. What is New Orleans famous for?

9. Which natural disaster hit the city several years ago?

10. What's the name of the most famous festival(s)?
11. Where are the Niagara Falls located?

12. Is it only one fall or a collective name for several falls?

13. Name several important events of the 2éth century associated with San Francisco. 

14. Why does San Francisco belong to top tourist destinations in the world? 

III. Language work.  Fill in the missing words:

annually, cable cars, courtyards, densely, descendants, distinctive, downtown, favourable, glaciers, peninsula, prospectors, rapids, tributary, unique 

1. Creole is a name for the ……… of French and Spanish settlers.

2. During the Gold rushes numerous ……… flooded Alaska and San Francisco.

3. If you want to use public transport in New Orleans as well as in San Francisco go by ……… .

4. Many fjords in Alaska were created by ……… .

5.  The Grand Canyon is formed by the Colorado and it’s ……… rivers.

6. Los Angeles has a ……… climate.

7. The boat cruise carries you  into the ......... immediately under the Niagara Falls.

8. People in New Orleans speak a ……… local dialect.

9. The southern architecture is notable for its large ……… .

10. ………, The Dolby Theatre is tome to the Oscar ceremony.

11. Alaska is the least ……… populated state in the USA. 

12. New Orleans is called the most “………“ city in the world.

13. San Francisco is situated on a ……… .

14. The British expression “city centre“ is called ……… in American English.
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