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Ireland

I. Match the names of the cities and sights with the pictures and the texts (A-E) below.
Brú na Bóinne, Carrowlkeel Megalithic Cemetery, Cliffs of Moher, Cork (and Blarney Stone), Dublin, Glendalough, the Ring of Kerry 
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 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/f/fb/Dublin_castle.JPG/220px-Dublin_castle.JPG" \* MERGEFORMATINET 
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 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.globusjourneys.com/Common/Images/Destinations/ring-of-kerry.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image5.jpg]
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1. http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/f/fb/Dublin_castle.JPG/220px-Dublin_castle.JPG
2. http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSTpRmuaqUQ-6CtCjMQ4Y-G5XDspJKk94gtGcGN0kJ43AegDPnZzA
3. http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/a/ac/View_of_Cliffs_of_Moher.jpg/320px-View_of_Cliffs_of_Moher.jpg
4. http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/f/f2/RoundTowerGlendalough.jpg/180px-RoundTowerGlendalough.jpg
5. http://t0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTLS-mh6kqy29v3EkV_SICSRtIrA6ghtWVO3Nd26EFg9NeVsHDA 
6. http://www.globusjourneys.com/Common/Images/Destinations/ring-of-kerry.jpg
7. http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/9/91/CarrowkeelIreland.jpg/320px-CarrowkeelIreland.jpg
A.  The European largest and very important complex of Megalithic sites dates back to the Neolithic period. It is located in the bend of the River Boyne. The site includes chamber tombs, mounds, henges and standing stones. It is older than the Egyptian Pyramids, as it was built between 35th and 32nd centuries BC. The sophisticated builders of the complex must have known a great deal of science and astrology. There can be found around 40 passage graves. The most impressive ones, the Newgrange, Knowth and Dowth contain megalithic art collections.     
B. The Neolithic cemetery containing passage tombs is situated in the southern part of the County Sligo. The tombs are 500-800 years older than the Egyptian Pyramids. The cemetery contains 14 passage tombs. To enter some of them you have to crawl through a narrow passage. Carrowkeel Ware is a term used for the special type of crude pottery which was found in the tombs.  
C. The capital city of Ireland (Baile Átha Cliath in Irish) is situated near the east coast on the River Liffey. It was originally founded by the Vikings, who named the settlement Dubh Linn, meaning “black pool“. In 1922, when Ireland was divided, the city became the capital of the Irish Free State, the future Republic of Ireland. The main landmark of the city is Dublin Castle. The king John of England founded the castle in 1204 and it represents a typical Norman building with good ditches and strong walls. The Spire of Dublin, officially called “Monument of Light“, belongs to the newest sights in Dublin. It is 121 metres high and is particularly impressive at night. Visitors who want to see the Book of Kells have to visit the library of the Trinity College. The Book is an illustrated manuscript which was created by Irish monks in the 9th century. Afterwards, tourists can relax in one of the numerous city parks (e.g. Phoenix Park).          
D. The name of the place can be also spelled Glendaloch meaning the glen of two lakes. This glacial valley is situated in the County Wicklow. The first settlement was established there by the hermit priest, St Kevin, in the 6th century. He founded an early medieval monastery there. English troops partly destroyed the site in 1398.   
E. It is situated in the County Kerry, in south-western Ireland. This circular tourist trail is situated within the Killarney National Park. It starts in Killarney and is 179 km long. The journey offers panoramatic views, hikers pass houses of famous personalities, churches and waterfalls and important graveyards. Cyclists can take the signposted Ring of Kerry cycling path. 
F. The cliffs are situated in the south-western part of Ireland. They rise from 120-214 metres above the Atlantic Ocean and attract about one million visitors annually. Except for the breathtaking landscape, 30,000 birds of more than 20 species live on the cliffs. They include hawks, ravens, gulls, shags and others. A landmark of the area is the round stone tower, O'Brien's Tower, which offers the visitors a view of the Galway Bay, the Aran Islands and other sights.           
G. The second largest city in Ireland is located in the south-west region on the River Lee. The river is divided in two channels in the city's western part. The city centre is located on an island between  two channels. In the eastern part of the city the channels become one river again, which flows into the Cork Harbour, the largest natural harbour in the world. The Blarney Castle is situated 8 km from Cork. According to a legend, the builder of the castle, Cormac McCarthy, asked the goddess Clíodhna for help, the day before he had to go to court. She told him to kiss the first stone he would find. He did as she said and was given the gift of eloquence. He won the lawsuit. He let the stone set in the tower of the castle. Since then millions of people, including politicians and writers, have come to kiss the Blarney Stone.         
II. Answer the questions. 

1. Can you find all the places of interest on the map?
2. Which Irish sights are older than the Egyptian pyramids?
3. Would you like to walk or crawl though the passage tombs in Brú na Bóinne and Carrowkeel Megalithic Cemetery?
4. What is the Book of Kells and where can you see it?
5. What is Glendalough?
6. What's the ring of Kerry?

7. Why do the Cliffs of Moher attract one million visitors every year?

8. What happends if you kiss the Blarney stone? Is there a legend about it?

9. III. Language work.  Fill in the missing words in the right form:

ditch, signposted, crawl, sophisticated, breathtaking, monastery, goddess
1.  The builders of the Brú na Bóinne complex must have been very……………… .
2. To enter some of the 14 passage tombs you have to……………… through a narrow passage.
3. The Dublin castle has……………… and strong walls.

4. St Kevin founded an early medieval……………… in Glendalough. 

5. Cyclists can take the……………… Ring of Kerry cycling path. 
6. Except for the……………… landscape,  30,000 birds live on the Cliffs of Moher.
7. Cormac McCarthy, asked the……………… Clíodhna for help.
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