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I. Match the names of the places of interest with the pictures and their description (A-E).
Cornwall, Edinburgh, Giant's Causeway, Hadrian's Wall, Oxford, Stonehenge, Stratford upon Avon  
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1. http://pic.uuhy.com/uploads/2012/04/09/047-amazing-places-around-the-globe-1.jpg

2. http://oko.yin.cz/24/stonehenge/stonehenge.jpg
3. https://encrypted-tbn1.google.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSOD8UYotUNF0dn3lx6IRdMSeUHEPjJ--3y2OQyc7pmkMHsyCrx
4. https://encrypted-tbn1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcS9bCrfY9bwseQztvV8oYPO-kRRW4DaQ5vMgQTBzIWuTl6gogG-ig
5. http://www.northumbria-byways.com/images/hadrians_wall_region.jpg
6. https://encrypted-tbn1.google.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcT8tw7JKPAuPOqjd3z45XUQUIv2dYOXff9WZfSZBkb8wfArCMyh8A

7. https://encrypted-tbn2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcR674gJqADYGfgxR7pF-FpN3yRaJbXSuJe7ucrWkoAvBiifalbo
A. It is a county of England, located in the south on the westernmost peninsula in the Celtic Sea and the English Channel. It has a population of 500,000 people. Cornish people are descendants of the Celtic Brythons, and retain their distinctive culture and history. Tin mining, fishing and agriculture were important parts of Cornish economy. Thanks to its long, romantic coastline (Exmoor), wild moorland landscape (e.g. Boodmin Moor) Cornwall is one of the most favourite holiday destinations in Britain. It is suitable for sailing and surfing, as well as rowing. Cornwall culinary speciality are pasties, dish made with pastry which is filled with beef steak, onion, potato, salt and white pepper. 
B. The prehistoric monument is located in Wiltshire, 13 km north of the city of Salisbury. It represents a circle of huge standing stones. According to a legend, it was built by the magician Merlin and a giant.  In the surroundings of the monument there can be found a large number of Neolithic and Bronze Age monuments, particularly, burial mounds. Archaeologists date the monument back to 3000-2000 BC. The earliest part of the monument was the earth bank and ditch which surround the stones. It used to serve as a burial ground, but it also had a spiritual, religious and astronomical significance. Along with the Avebury monument it was designated the UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1986.   
C. The county town of Oxfordshire is located in the central southern England. It is known as the seat of the oldest university in the English speaking world (12th century). Today the university is ranked among the best five universities in the world, while its English rival the Cambridge University is considered the best of all. The university consists of 33 colleges; the most famous one is the Christ Church College. Moreover, there are other important academic buildings such as the Bodleian Library, which comprises the 18th century Radcliffe Camera with the reading room. The Ashmolean Theatre and the Sheldonian Theatre by the architect Christopher Wren are also worth seeing.  Thanks to its harmonious architecture it is called “city of dreaming spires“.      
D. The second most visited city in England is situated on the river Avon (Celtic word for a river) 35km south east of Birmingham. The King Richard I founded the city in 1196 but it became well-known as the birthplace and burial place of the playwright William Shakespeare. He was born in one of the town's oldest streets, Henley Street and the large half-timbered house is still the top attraction in the city. The Holy Trinity Church in Waterside is the place where William was baptised and is buried now. The Royal Shakespeare Company has its home in the city and performs at the Royal Shakespeare Theatre and two smaller theatres (the Swan and The Other Place theatre). One of the beautiful half-timbered medieval houses in the centre is Harvard House, where the founder of the Harvard University (Cambridge USA), John Harvard, used to live.            

E. It is the best-known tourist attraction in Northern England. It was built as a heavy defensive fortification during the reign of Emperor Hadrian. The work began in AD 122 and was finished six years later. The construction began in the east and Roman legions participated on the work. It served not only as a military fortification and but the gates in the wall were also customs poles, where taxes were collected. The wall was rescued by John Clayton, who bought parts of it, in the 19 century. Hikers can follow the wall on Hadrian's Wall Path or you can cycle past it on National Route 72.  
F. The capital of Scotland is located on the river Firth of Forth and has a population of 5000,000. Its history dates back to the early Middle Ages. It has a hilly character as the old town grew on the Castle Rock, while the modern city was built on seven hills. The landmark of the city is the medieval castle (12th century) overlooking the city form the rock. The Castle is connected by a broad street called Royal Mile with the Palace of the Holy Roodhouse (15th-16th centuries). The Palace serves as the official Scottish residence of the British monarch. Other places of interest include the St. Giles Church from 15th century and the monument of the Scottish writer Walter Scott in Princes Street. Annually, the biggest international arts festival is held in the city in August.         

G. It is situated on the northern coast of Northern Ireland. It is an area of about 40 interconnected basalt columns, the tallest of them ranging up to12 metres and being 28 metre thick in places. The columns were created during an ancient volcanic eruption. Most of the columns are hexagonal. The columns’ tops look like stepping stones. They lead down and disappear in the sea. According to a story, the Irish giant Fjonn Mac Cumhaill wanted to fight with the Scottish giant Benandonner. He built a causeway to connect Ireland to Scotland. The column should be the remains of the causeway.     
II. Answer the questions. 

1. Can you find all the places of interest on the map?
2. What are Cornish pasties?
3. What is Stonehenge and what did it use to serve as?
4. What is oxford famous for?
5. What places in Stratford are associated with William Shakespeare?
6. Why did the Romans build the Hadrian’s Wall?
7. What are the main sights in Edinburgh?
8. What's the Giant's Causeway?
III. Language work.  Fill in the missing words in the correct form:

columns, medieval, harmonious, half-timbered, fortification, distinctive, burial 

1. Cornish people retain their ……………… culture.
2. The Salisbury Plain surrounding Stonehenge used to serve as a  ………………ground.
3. Thanks to its………………architecture oxfords is called “city of dreaming spires“. 
4. Shakespeare used to live in a ……………… house in Henley Street.
5. The wall served as a military ………………. .
6. It is a……………… castle.
7. It is an area of 40 hexagonal ………………. .
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