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Film directors










I. Match the names of each director with the picture representing a scene from their famous film and its description (A-E).
 Alfred Joseph Hitchcock, (1899 – 1980), Miloš Forman (1932), Woody Allen (1935), Steven Allan Spielberg (1946), Kenneth Branagh (1960)


1. Schindler's List

 
. 


2. Manhattan





3. Psycho
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4. Amadeus



              5. Hamlet
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1. http://t0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcS7D3t-Ummii9AyzT2eEhxVt6E1M8NyUkBT_D9MCUPn8aSa65kxFQ
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3. http://blogs.skokielibrary.info/studio/files/2011/10/Psycho.jpg
4.http://www.google.cz/imgres?q=Amadeus&hl=cs&safe=active&sig=117389678147183967241&biw=820&bih=636&tbm=isch&tbnid=qz0rcV62O2_klM:&imgrefurl=http://www.amadeusmozart.de/InhaltMozartCover2.htm&docid=7FUcg-kgudahIM&imgurl=http://www.amadeusmozart.de/AmadeusInhalt.jpg&w=448&h=456&ei=r_E2UMuLB4_dsgbzn4G4Aw&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=369&page=1&tbnh=140&tbnw=138&start=0&ndsp=12&ved=1t:429,r:9,s:0,i:98&tx=62&ty=61
5.http://www.google.cz/imgres?q=hamlet+kenneth+branagh&start=68&num=10&hl=cs&safe=active&sig=117389678147183967241&biw=820&bih=636&tbm=isch&tbnid=5QpLqGpilYZQRM:&imgrefurl=http://cineperles.centerblog.net/rub-adaptations-pieces-de-theatre-.html&docid=qljrs0xEb_FjXM&imgurl=http://cineperles.c.i.pic.centerblog.net/e65f7ab5.jpg&w=400&h=276&ei=-vQ2UI3IHczLswaD-YCwCg&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=336&page=6&tbnh=123&tbnw=155&ndsp=16&ved=1t:429,r:1,s:68,i:197&tx=74&ty=69 
A. The American director, screenwriter and producer has been working in film industry for more than four decades and is regarded one of the most influential filmmakers of all times. He is also a co-founder of Dream Works studio. His science fiction (Close Encounters of the Third Kind, E.T. the Extraterrestrial, Jurassic Park), adventure (Indiana Jones films) and thriller (Jaws) films are considered archetypal Hollywood blockbusters. Later Spielberg started addressing more serious issues, such as the war (Saving Private Ryan), the Holocaust, slavery and terrorism. The last films released in 2010 and 2011 are The Adventures of Tintin and War Horse. The latter, taking place before and during  the WW I depicts a friendship between a British boy and his horse Joey. The 1993 Schindler's List is based on a true story about Oscar Schindler who spent his fortune and risked his life to save over 1000 Jews from the Holocaust. Initially a war profiteer and Nazi party member Schindler employs Polish Jews gathered in Krakow ghetto. Along with his collaborator  Yitzhak Stern, he manages to bribe  the Nazis to allow as many Jews as possible to work in Schindler's army kit factory. When all Krakow Jews are sent to Auswitz or murdered (Final Solution), he manages to remove some of his workers to the factory in his old home of Zwittau-Brinnlitz. In the end Schindler must flee as the Red Army is approaching. He is given a golden ring with a Talmudic quotation, "Whoever saves one life saves the world entire". The film closes showing Shindler's grave site in Jerusalem and many Jews paying homage to him.  

B. He Czechoslovak and Americanis the  director and screenwriter. After the Prague Spring events and the ensuing 1968 invasion Forman moved to New York and in 1977 he gained the US citizenship. He worked as a professor of film at Columbia University. Forman is known for a special style of comedy. The main characters are usually unconventional- exceptional individuals or outsiders. His films are often very closely connected with reality. This para documentary feature of his movies is stressed by the fact that he often casts amateur or less known actors in his films. His filmography includes the Loves of One Blonde, The Fireman's Ball (most acclaimed films of the Czechoslovak New Wave). However, his breakthrough represents the  One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest, a film  adaptation of Ken Kesey's novel, starring Jack Nicholson and Louise Fletcher, which won Oscars in categories: Best Director, Best Actor, Best Actress, Best Picture and Best Adapted Screenplay. This success enabled Forman to make his long-planned rock opera Hair taking place during the Vietnam War. Another movie which achieved international success was the adaptation of Peter Shaffer's play Amadeus in 1984. It retells the story Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, young, unconventional, even a little obscene, but ingenious man   and Antonio Salieri, an extremely hardworking but only moderately gifted musician. Salieri recognises Mozart’s genius. However, as revenge to God, who “wastes talent on obscene youths who don't deserve it“, he decides to destroy him. The film was shot mainly in Prague (with Czech actors in minor parts) and Vienna and includes scenes from Mozart's operas. It was awarded five Oscars.  Other films include Valmont (based on  P. Ch. de Laclos's novel Les Liaisons dangereuses,  The People vs. Larry Flynt (biography of the pornographic publisher Larry Flynt),   Man on the Moon (about the actor and comic Andy Kaufman, starring Jim Carrey), Goya's Ghosts, and  the planned The Ghost of Munich (dealing with the Munich agreement). 
C. The New York based director, actor, screenwriter, comedian playwright, and musician has been in movie business for more than 50 years. In the 1950s Allen started as a comedy writer. Then he became famous thanks to his monologues as a stand-up comedian. In his performances as well as in his films, he developed a character of an insecure, fretful, neurotic intellectual. However, he claims to have a completely different personality in the real life. Allen is regarded one of the best comedians in the world.     In the 1960s he started writing and directing his first films- slapstick comedies. Later, in the ‘70s, influenced by art films coming from Europe he created more dramatic material and is considered a part of the New Hollywood Wave of filmmakers of the mid-1960s to late '70s. He usually stars in his films along with a female counterpart (Mia Farrow, Diane Keaton). He's made over 40 films, some of the best known include  Everything You Always Wanted to Know About Sex* (*But Were Afraid to Ask),  Annie Hall (1977) (which became a model of modern romantic comedy and also introduced the masculine fashion trend for women (cardigans, ties- thanks to the style of Diane Keaton). In Manhattan (1979), Allen pays homage to New York City. The main protagonist is an upper-class middle-aged neurotic academic Isaac Davis (W. Allen) who has a complicated relationship with the 17-year-old Tracy before he falls in love with his best friend's mistress (Diane Keaton). Other films include A Midsummer Night's Sex Comedy and 1982 adaptation of Bergman's Smiles of a Summer Night.  Hannah and Her Sisters (1986) and Midnight in Paris (2011) are also successful.
D. The English and American iconic film director and producer is regarded the founder of the psychological thriller. After becoming successful in Britain in silent films and early talkies, he moved to Hollywood and became American citizen in 1955. He started using the camera in an innovative way, so that it copied a person's gaze and the viewers were made to engage in the story. He tried to emphasise fear, anxiety or empathy by a new way of editing his films. His characters are mainly runaways and cold blond women. In his films he depicts murder, crime, violence as well as mysteries and psychoanalytical themes. He directed more than fifty feature movies. The most acclaimed  ones include Rear Window (1954), (starring James Stewart and Grace Kelly). The main protagonist temporally bound to a wheelchair starts observing his neighbours from a window. Suddenly, he becomes certain that one of them must have murdered his wife. In Vertigo (1958) a former police officer who suffers from acrophobia becomes obsessed with a woman he should have watched.  In the film the director used  a special camera effect called "Hitchcock Zoom," or "Vertigo Effect." Psycho (1960) is a story of a split-personality motel owner Norman Bates, who after killing  his mother out of jealousy tries to get rid of his guilt by keeping his mother's personality in his mind and his mother's corpse in the cellar, and continues killing... The Birds (1963) introduce the theme of birds attacking and killing the mankind.

E. The film director and actor comes from Northern Ireland. He has become famous as a director and a main protagonist of several Shakespearean film adaptations. They include: Henry V (1989), Othello (1995), Hamlet (1996) Love's Labour's Lost (2000), and As You Like It (2006). Brannah's Hamlet (he wrote the screenplay, directed the film and played the part of Hamlet) is notable as the first unabridged version of the play. It also features other famous actors e.g. Kate Winslet as Ophelia. The dialogues are not changed, but the story takes place in the 19th century. It was shot at the Blenheim Palace and at Shepperton Studios.  Brannah was also a star in numerous  films such as  The Road to El Dorado (2000), Conspiracy (TV) (2001), Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets (2002),  Valkyrie (2008), Mary Shelley's Frankenstein (1994)  The Magic Flute (2006), and the film about the superhero Thor (2011).

II. Answer the questions. 

1. Which Spielberg's films can you name?

2. When and where is the film Schindler's List set?
3. What are thee most acclaimed films by Milos Forman?

4. What is the mail plot in the film Amadeus?

5. What character traits do Allen's characters have?

6. Can you name some of his films?

7. Why did Alfred Hitchcock become famous?

8. What does he depict in his films?

9. What roles/ parts is Kenneth Brannah famous for?

10. Does Brannah's film Hamlet differ from Shakespeare's tragedy? 

III. Language work.  Fill in the missing words:

split-personality, adaptations, feature, unconventional, blockbuster, citizenship, homage, counterpart, engage, quotation

1. The Jaws is considered an archetypal……………….

2. Schindler is given a golden ring with a Talmudic……………….

3. Forman gained the US……………….

4. The main characters of Forman's films are usually……………… individuals.

5. Allen stars in his films along with his female……………….

6. In Manhattan Allen pays………………to New York. 

7. In Hitchcock's films viewers are made to ……………… in the story.

8. Psycho is a story of a……………… man.

9. He became famous as a director of Shakespearean film……………….

10. Hamlet also………………  other famous actors.
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