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I. Match the names of each writer with the picture representing a scene from his/her famous work and its description (A-E).
Daniel Defoe (1659–1661 to 1731), Oscar Wilde (1854 – 1900), Joseph Conrad (1857– 1924), Virginia Woolf (1882 – 1941), William Golding (1911 –1993) 


1. The Picture of Dorian Gray 

2. Mrs Dalloway



3. Lord of the Flies
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4. Heart of Darkness

5. Robinson Crusoe
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1. http://g-ecx.images-amazon.com/images/G/01/ciu/4e/ad/5693e03ae7a0dd8b2c6af110.L._AA300_.jpg

2. http://ia.mediaimdb.com/images/M/MV5BNjkzNjk3OTkwNl5BMl5BanBnXkFtZTcwMDAxMjIyMQ@@._V1._SY317_CR1,0,214,317_.jpg

3. http://ia.media-imdb.com/images/M/MV5BOTI2NTQyODk0M15BMl5BanBnXkFtZTcwNTQ3NDk0NA@@._V1._SY317_.jpg
4. http://ia.media-imdb.com/images/M/MV5BMTYwMzUzOTg1MV5BMl5BanBnXkFtZTcwNDQ5NTAyMQ@@._V1._SY317_.jpg
5. http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/e/e0/Robinson_Crusoe_and_Man_Friday_Offterdinger.jpg/200px-Robinson_Crusoe_and_Man_Friday_Offterdinger.jpg
A. The Picture of Dorian Gray was published in 1890-91 and is the only published novel by the Irish writer, dramatist and poet Oscar Wilde. It is a Faustian story about an extraordinarily beautiful young man Dorian Gray, whose portrait is made by the artist Basil Halward. He is enthralled by Dorian's beauty and believes that the beauty created a new mode in Basil's art. Dorian also meets Basil's friend, Lord Henry Wotton, who claims that the only things worth pursuing in life are beauty and fulfilment of the senses.  It has a strong influence on Dorian's world view. Dorian realises that his beauty will fade and expresses a wish to sell his soul (a Faustian temptation) and let the portrait age instead of him. He starts leading a sinful life (for example seduces and abandons a young actress) but remains looking young and beautiful. The portrait hidden in his attic shows what effect each sin had on Dorian's soul. So the man on the canvas keeps turning into a hideous, ugly man. In the end Dorian destroys the portrait and dies looking finally as an old man.           
B. Mrs Dalloway is a novel by Virginia Woolf published in 1925. Virginia Woof is regarded as one of the most prominent modernist writers of the twentieth century. She was a member of Bloomsbury Group. Apart from Mrs Dalloway her most important works include To the Lighthouse (1927), Orlando (1928), and the book-length essay A Room of One's Own (1929).   In contrast to classical novel the modernist Mrs Dalloway details just a day in the life of Clarissa Dalloway, an English high-society woman in the post-World War I period. The novel is written mostly as a stream of consciousness of the main characters.  That day Clarissa Dalloway is getting ready for the party she is giving in the evening. She is walking around London. The day brings back memories from her youth. She contemplates why she married the reliable Richrd Dalloway and refused the marriage proposal of the demanding Peter Welsch who she was much closer to. She also recollects her close friend Sally Seton, who was another love interest of Clarissa. Peter pays a visit to her that morning to remind her of all those conflicts. At the same time, a World War I veteran Septimus Warren Smith ,who suffers from „shell shock" and hallucinations of his dead friend, is spending a day in the park. Peter is observing him. Later that day Septimus refuses to go to the psychiatric hospital and commits suicide. That night Clarissa's party isn't very successful. Someone tells her about Septimus's suicide, which Clarissa admires as an act how to preserve the real happiness. The fate of Virginia Woolf and the influence of Mrs Dalloway on two other women is depicted in the 1998 novel The Hours written by Michael Cunningham as well as the Oscar wining film of the same name

 C. Lord of the Flies is the first novel by the English author William Golding, who was later awarded the Nobel Prize. The story takes place in the midst of unspecified war evacuation. A group of school boys survives a plane crash and finds themselves on a paradise island. Four boys emerge as the most prominent characters. The blond-haired Ralph finds a conch shell which he uses as a horn to summon all boys. He is elected “chief“ and tries to organise a civilised society under certain rules. An overweight and bespectacled boy nicknamed “Piggy“. He is  bright and becomes Ralph’s confidante but  he is also an unwilling source of laughs. Jack, Ralph's rival, organises a hunting group responsible for finding food. Simon is responsible for building shelters and feels the necessity to protect the younger ones. The civilised order introduced by Ralph and Simon deteriorates; most of the boys stop working for the common good and develop paranoias about the island, as they believe there is a monster, the "beast", which dwells on the island. Jack starts a power struggle with Ralph, gains control and promises to kill the beast. The majority of boys leaves Ralph and follow Jack to lead a life as savages.  Observing the head of a dead pig, the Lord of the flies, Simon in a visionary state discovers the truth about the island. The beast didn't threaten the boys from the outside but dwells inside them. The book closes with the murder of Simon and Piggy. Ralph, hunted down by Jack's tribe, is saved by the British officers. The book introduces the conflict between the common good and individuality, civilisation and savagery, rational and emotional reactions.         

  D. Heart of Darkness is a novella by Joseph Conrad published in 1902. Conrad was a Polish writing books in English. Although he didn't speak the language fluently, he is regarded as one of the great novelists in English. The narrator of the story Charles Marlow is an Englishman who has a contract with a Belgian trading company to undertake a journey as a river-boat (probably a Congo River) captain in Africa. The "darkness“ in the name of the book wants to point out the way the Europeans colonised and exploited the Black continent. In the story, Marlow's assignment is to transport ivory down the river from the distant station in the wild. However, the real task is to take Kurtz, another ivory trader who stopped being obedient, aboard. Kurtz, a mysterious character, is a talented man, "universal genius" but on the other hand, a brutal person who let the natives treat him as god and committed heinous acts to gain fame and fortune.  Seriously ill, Kurtz dies realising the horror of his deeds. Thus, the novella explores the three levels of darkness: the wild darkness of the Congo area, the darkness of the brutal treatment of natives in Africa, and the darkness of an individual human soul. Heart of Darkness was adopted into the film Apocalypse Now by Francis Ford Coppola in 1979. The story is set in Vietnam and Cambodia during the Vietnam War. 

E. Robinson Crusoe Moll Flanderswas published in 1719. Its author, Daniel Defoe was an English trader, writer, journalist, and an early proponent of the novel. Another notable work by him is , whose main heroine is a prostitute. The story of Robinson Crusoe was probably inspired by a real event. However, it was the first important work of literature where the story wasn't based on mythology, history, or previous literature. Robinson Crusoe is a fictional autobiography of the main character Robinson Kreutznaer who becomes a castaway and has to spend 28 years on a tropical island. He only has several animals and some tools and other supplies from the shipwreck. He builds a shelter near a cave and protects himself with a fence. He creates a calendar by making marks on a wooden cross, he grows rice and barley, rises goats, goes hunting, makes raisins. Reading the Bible, he becomes religious. He only misses human society. Several years later cannibals come to Crusoe's island to kill and eat some prisoners. Crusoe rescues a prisoner and names him Friday, according to the day of the week. As a true missionary he teaches his companion English and converts him to Christianity. In the end they return to the mainland together.    

II. Answer the questions. 
1. Why is Dorian's portrait hidden in the attic? 
2. Would you like to have your own picture like Dorian?  
3. What period of time does the novel Mrs. Dalloway depict? Compare it e.g. with CH.Dickens. 
4. Does she also show the consequences of World War I?
5. What kind of boys are Ralph and Jack? Compare them.

6. How would your class behave, if you shipwrecked on a deserted island?

7. Can a Polish like J. Conrad write books in English?

8. Who is Kurtz?

9. Who was Robinson Kreutznaer?

10. What aspects of the British colonisation does Robinson Crusoe depict? Compare with The Heart of Darkness.

III. Language work.  Fill in the missing words:
prominent, mainland, psychiatric, age, survive, exploit, extraordinarily, castaway, ivory, savage
1. Dorian is an …….. beautiful young man.
2. The portrait …………. instead of him.
3. Septimus is taken to the ……. hospital.
4. Woolf was  one of the  …….. modernist writers.
5. The boys  ……..a plane crash.
6. Jack's followers don't follow any order but live like ……….  on the island.
7. European colonisers ………. The Black continent.
8. They transported ………down the Congo River.
9. Robinson was s  …….. on a tropical island.

10.  In the end he returns to the ……….. .
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