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British Kings/Queens
I. Match the names of the kings/queens with the correct pictures and captions. 

William the Conqueror, Henry VIII, Elisabeth I, Victoria, Elisabeth II
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A. He (1491 –1547)   was King of England,  Lord, and later King, of Ireland, the second monarch of the House of Tudor, after his father, Henry VII. He was also an author and composer. He is primarily remembered for his six wives: Catherine of Aragon, Anne Boleyn, Jane Seymour, Anne of Cleves, Catherine Howard and Catherine Parr. However, his main political act was the separation of England from papal authority and creation of the Church of England, which led to the dissolution of Monasteries and the establishment of the monarch as the Supreme Head of the Church of England. Following that, England became a predominantly protestant country.  During his reign Wales was legally united with England.  He was considered an attractive, educated and charismatic leader but in later life, he became very obese and is often depicted as an egoistic and insecure king. His desire to have a male heir which resulted in the divorce from his Catholic Wife Catherine of Aragon had apart from a personal vanity a very sensible reason. He thought that only a man could consolidate the unstable situation after the War of Roses.      

B. She (1926) is the constitutional monarch of 16 Commonwealth realms, their territories and dependencies, and head of the 54-member Commonwealth of Nations. She is also Supreme Governor of the Church of England. She succeeded her father George VI to the throne on 6 February 1952. Currently she has reigned for 60 years, which is the second longest period for a British monarch. It was only queen Victoria who was on the throne for 63 years.  She was born in London and was given a private education at home. As she didn't have any brother she was the heir presumptive from 1936 when her father acceded to the throne (became the king). During the Second World War she began working in the public service. She has four children Charles, Anne, Andrew and Edward with her husband Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, whom she married in 1947. She was crowned the British queen in 1953, and it was the first coronation service shown on TV.  There were moments of personal grief in her life, which were particularly the divorces of her children in 1992 and the ensuing death of her daughter-in-law Diana, Princess of Wales in 1997.  On the other hand, the Queen celebrates two birthdays each year: her actual birthday on 21 April and her official birthday on a Saturday in June. She usually spends her actual birthday privately, but on her official birthday the spectacular parade called Trooping the Colour is held between Buckingham Palace, The Mall and Horse Guards’ Parade. The Queen is joined by the Members of the Royal Family.

C.  He (1028 – 1087) was the descendant of Viking riders (Normans) who settled down and gave the name to Normandy, and the illegitimate son of Robert I, Duke of Normandy. That's why he was also called William the Bastard. His status caused him some problems in his youth but by 1060 he managed to establish his authority in Normandy. After the marriage with Mathilda of Flanders, he gained a powerful ally in the country of Flanders.   William's relative, the English king William the Confessor died childless but on his deathbed he named the powerful English earl Harold Godwinson to become the next English king. William built a strong fleet and invaded England in September 1066. At the decisive Battle at Hastings Harold was defeated and killed by William. On Christmas Day 1066, William was crowned the English King. He started building the Tower of London, many castles were constructed at the time, and new Norman nobility settled on the land and brought French language to England. He also introduced changes of the English clergy.    

D. She (1819 – 1901) was the queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland from 20 June 1837. On 1 May 1876, she gained the additional title of Empress of India. She was the daughter of Prince Edward, Duke of Kent and Strathearn and the German born mother Princess Victoria of Saxe-Coburg-Saalfeld. She became the Queen at the age of 18. At that time the United Kingdom was an established constitutional monarchy and the political powers of the Sovereign were very limited. In public, she made attempts to influence government policy. In private, she became a symbol of moral values, Victorian values.   
In 1940 she married her cousin, Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg and Gotha. They had nine children and 26 surviving grandchildren, all of whom married into royal families across Europe. Thus, the queen was afterwards nicknamed "the grandmother of Europe". When Albert died in 1861, she withdrew from the public. She reigned for 63 years and 7 months, which hasn’t been surpassed yet. Her time is thus called the Victorian era.

E. She (1533 – 1603) was the queen  of England and Ireland from1558 until her death.  She was the daughter Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn, who was executed two and a half years after her birth. Thus, she was declared an illegitimate child. After her half-brother, Edward VI,   Lady Jane Grey ascended to the throne. She was executed and the daughter of Catherine Aragon and Henry VIII., the Catholic “bloody Mary“ came to the throne. In this time Elisabeth was imprisoned on suspicion that she supported Protestant rebels. In 1558 Mary died and Elisabeth was crowned the queen. She always relied on a group of trusted advisers. She never married and later in her life became famous for her virginity. She was also called The Virgin Queen or Gloriana. 

She was very cautious in foreign policies and didn't involve much in military campaigns. However, when the Spanish armada attempted to conquer England in 1588, the defeat of the Spanish is considered one of the greatest English victories. The period of her reign is known as the Elizabethan era, when particularly the dramatists William Shakespeare and Christopher Marlowe created their plays. It was also the time of great seafarers and adventurers like Sir Francis Drake or Sir Walter Raleigh. However, she had to face many plots and threats. Thus, she had imprisoned and executed her rival cousin Mary, Queen of Scots, in 1587. She was the last monarch of the Tudor dynasty. 

II. Answer the questions 
1. Which monarch had six spouses?
2. Why did he establish the Church of England?
3. Which two queens have reigned/ reigned for the longest time?
4. When did Elisabeth II become the queen? Why was the coronation special? 

5. Why did William the Conqueror invade Britain? 
6. How did the Norman Conquest influence/ change Britain/ the English language?

7.  Which monarch is the symbol of imperial/colonial England?

8.  Why was Elisabeth I called the Virgin Queen?
9. Why do we speak about the Elizabethan era?

10. Did Elisabeth I have an easy life? Why yes/no?

III. Language work.  Fill in the missing words:
suspicion, illegitimate, royal, church, Trooping, settle, descendants, moral, reign, seafarer 
1. Normans were …….. of Viking riders.
2. Queen Victoria is a symbol of  …………. Victorian values.
3. The period of her …….  is called the Elizabethan era.
4. He ………  the Church of England.
5. Elisabeth was imprisoned on ……… that she supported the rebels. 
6. Her mother was executed, so she was considered an ……….  child.
7. Sir Francis Drake and Sir Walter Raleigh were famous  ……… .
8. Her children and grandchildren married into ……… families across Europe.

9. After the conquest new Norman nobility ……… on the land.  
10. The spectacular parade held on queens official birthday is called ………  the Colour. 
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