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British Prime Ministers







I. Match the names of the presidents with the correct pictures and captions. 

Neville Chamberlain, Winston Churchill, Margaret Thatcher, Tony Blair, David Cameron
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A. “The Iron Lady“ (1925) as the title of the 2011 biographical film is the first woman  and the longest-serving (1979–1990) Prime Minister of the United Kingdom of the 20th century. Her uncompromising politics and conservative policies are known as Thatcherism. She came from a lower-middle class family, her father was a grocer. However, as a hard-working woman who allegedly needed only four hours of sleep she became a research chemist and later a barrister. In 1959 she was elected Member of Parliament (MP). In 1970 she served as a secretary in the 1970 government and later became the leader of the Conservative Party.  After winning the 1979 general election she became prime minister. She introduced a number of economic policies as deregulation of the financial sector, the privatisation of state-owned companies, flexible labour markets, and reduced the power of trade unions. She was re-elected twice, but due to the high unemployment and the restriction of social support she was widely unpopular. Moreover, her views on the European Union differed from those of the other members of the cabinet, which led to her resignation in 1990. She is a Baroness and it entitles her to sit in the House of Lords.      
B. He (1874 – 1965) was a British Conservative politician, a statesman, an orator, officer in the British Army, a historian, a writer, and an artist. He was elected Prime Minister twice (1940–45 and 1951–55) and is particularly known as a great leader of the UK during the Second World War. In addition, he was the only British Prime Minister who was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature and he became the first Honorary Citizen of the United States. He came from an aristocratic family and spent his youth as an army officer in India and Africa, where he also started his career as a writer and correspondent. Afterwards, he held many political and cabinet posts. In 1924 he was appointed Chancellor of the Exchequer. Unfortunately, his decision to return to the pre-war Gold Standard, caused deflation, unemployment, and resulted in the General Strike of 1926 when he allegedly suggested using machine guns on the striking miners. In 1930's he was out of office and the one who warned about the Nazi Germany. After Chamberlain's resignation on 10 May 1940, Churchill became Prime Minister. He refused defeat, surrender and compromising peace. Particularly in his speeches and radio broadcasts, he inspired the Britons to win the war.  In 2002 he was named the Greatest Briton of all time.

C. He is the serving British Prime Minister and the Leader of the Conservative Party. Through his paternal grandmother, he is a direct descendant of King William IV. After studying Philosophy, Politics and Economics  at Oxford and gaining a first class honours degree, he worked as a researcher and political advisor. In 2001 he was elected Member of Parliament and as a young and moderate politician who is attractive for young voters he became the leader of the Conservative Party in 2005. After the 2010 general election he managed to form a coalition with the Liberal Democrats. Being just 43 he belongs to the youngest Prime Ministers ever elected and his government is the first coalition one since the Second World War. They have two daughters and a son with his wife Samantha. When his child was born, he took the paternity leave.    
D. He (1869-1940) was the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom from May 1937 to May 1940. Thus, his reputation remains strongly controversial, as he is best known for his appeasement foreign policy. That led to his signing of the Munich Agreement in 1938, which approved the annexation of the Sudetenland region of Czechoslovakia to Germany. His Munich policy was very popular among the British at that time. On the other hand, when Adolf Hitler invaded Poland, it was him who pledged Britain to declare war on Germany on 3 September 1939. And he led the country through the first months of the World War II. He resigned as a Prime Minister when the allied forces had to retreat from Norway. However, he became an important member of Churchill's War Cabinet. He died of cancer several months after his resignation. 
E. He (1953) was the Labour Party's longest-serving Prime Minister (1997 to 2007(. After the sudden death of hid predecessor John Smith, he became the Leader of the Labour Party in 1994. Under his leadership the party started defining its politics as "New Labour" and "New Socialism", stopped supporting state socialism and tried to create a new version of ethical socialism. Thanks to his leadership the Labour won the 1997 general election and at the age of 43 he became one of the youngest Prime Ministers. He introduced  the minimum wage, Human Rights Act and Freedom of Information Act, and established the Scottish Parliament, the National Assembly for Wales, and the Northern Ireland Assembly. Concerning the foreign and security policy, he signed the 1998 Good Friday Agreement which settled down the conflict in Northern Ireland and supported George W. Bush in leading war on Terror in 2001. He resigned in 2007 and has been working as an international ambassador. He is married to Cherie Booth, and has four children.
II. Answer the questions. 
1. Which Prime Ministers represented the Conservative/ Labour party?
2. Which two politicians became Prime Ministers very young? 

3. Which Prime Minister received the Nobel Price in Literature? 
4. Why did Margaret Thatcher resign?
5. Why is she nicknamed the Iron lady?

6. What do you know about the Munich Agreement?

7. What do you think about the appeasement policy towards Nazi Germany? 

8. What was the Good Friday Agreement?

9. Which politician(s) was/were elected Prime Minister twice? And when? 
10.  How did Blair change the politics of the Labour Party? 

III. Language work.  Fill in the missing words or phrases:
general election, controversial, entitle, leave, sign, descendant resign, declare war on, establish, settle down
1. After winning the ……………….. she became the Prime Minister. 
2. Thatcher is a Baroness, which ……………….. her to sit in the House of Lords.
3. He ……………….. the agreement.

4. Cameron is a direct ……………….. of King William IV. 
5. Tony Blair helped to ……………….. the conflict in Northern Ireland.
6. When his child was born, Cameron took paternity ………………… 
7. He ……………….. as Prime Minister when the allied forces retreated from Norway.
8. Blair ……………….. the Scottish Parliament.
9. Chamberlain's reputation remains ……………… . 
10.  Chamberlain pledged Britain to .................... Germany. 
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