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American Presidents

I. Match the names of the presidents with the correct pictures and captions. 

George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, John F. Kennedy, George W. Bush, Barack Obama
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A. He’s the 44th American President and the current President of the United States. He is the first African American to hold the office. In October 2009, he was named the 2009 Nobel Peace Prize laureate. In domestic policy, he tries to stimulate national economy, introduce unemployment insurance, and ensure the affordable healthcare system, protection of consumers etc… In foreign policy, he gradually withdrew combat troops from Iraq and increased troop levels in Afghanistan. . He also signed the New START arms control treaty with Russia, ordered enforcement of the UN-sanctioned no-fly zone over Libya, and ordered the military operation that resulted in the death of Osama bin Laden. In April 2011, he declared his intention to seek re-election in the 2012 presidential election. 
B. He is the American politician, who served as the 43rd President of the United States from 2001 to 2009, after the Republican Party won the elections. Before that, he was the 46th Governor of Texas, serving from 1995 to 2000. A series of terrorist attacks occurred eight months into his first term as president on September 11, 2001. In response, He announced a global War on Terror, which included an invasion of Afghanistan that same year and a 2003 invasion of Iraq. In addition to national security issues, Bush promoted policies on the economy, health care, education, and social security reform.

C. The 35th President of the United States, often referred to by his initials, served from 1961 until his assassination in 1963. He was a military commander during the World War II. Before becoming the President he represented the Democratic Party in the House of Representatives and in the Senate. He was the youngest elected to the office and the only president t who won the Pulitzer Prize. Events during his presidency included the Bay of Pigs Invasion, the Cuban Missile Crisis, the building of the Berlin Wall, the Space Race, the African American Civil Rights Movement and early stages of the Vietnam War. He was assassinated in Dallas in November 1963 by Lee Harvey Oswald. However, there is still debate concerning possible conspiracy.
D. 16th President of the United StatesThe  who is consistently ranked as one of the three greatest U.S. presidents. He led the country through the American Civil War, which resulted in the preservation of the Union, abolition of the slavery and economic and financial modernisation. He originated from a poor family and became a lawyer.  After opposing the expansion of slavery in the United States he was elected president in 1860. When the southern states left the Union and declared the Confederacy, the Civil war broke out. He was a strong political and military leader as well as a good orator and in 1863 issued his Emancipation Proclamation. He promoted the passage of the Thirteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution, abolishing slavery. He managed his own re-election in 1864 presidential election. However, he was shot and killed by Confederate sympathizer at Ford's Theatre in Washington, D.C... His death marked the first assassination of a U.S. president.

E. The first American president or the "Father of his Country" was the dominant military and political leader of the new United States of America from 1775 to 1799. Washington was born into the provincial gentry of a wealthy, well-connected Colonial Virginia family who owned tobacco plantations and slaves.  He led the American victory over Great Britain in the American Revolutionary War as commander-in-chief of the Continental Army from 1775 to 1783, and presided over the writing of the Constitution in 1787. After victory had been finalized in 1783, Washington resigned rather than seize power, proving his opposition to dictatorship and his commitment to the emerging American political ideology of republicanism. He returned to his home, Mount Vernon, and his domestic life, where he managed a variety of enterprises. He freed all his slaves by his final 1799 will. He is consistently ranked among the top three presidents of the United States, according to polls of both scholars and the general public.
II. Answer the questions. 
1. Which presidents represented the Republican/ Democratic parties?
2. Which presidents were assassinated?

3. Which president resigned?

4. Who ranks among the top three presidents of the USA?

5. Which president had to face the most difficult moments of the Cold War? What were they?

6. Which president was in office when the terrorists attacked the World Trade Centre? What happened then?
7. Which president abolished slavery? Which war die he fight in?

8. Which president was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize? 

9. Which president is called the “Father of his Country/ Nation?” And why?
10. Have you seen any films about American presidents?    
III. Language work.  Fill in the missing words in the correct form:
abolish, elect, sign, Governor, announce, free, result, withdraw, Amendment, assassinate  

1. He …….. the arms control treaty.

2. He was …………. by O.L. Oswald.
3. Thanks to the Thirteenth Amendment slavery was ……. .
4. He was …….. President in 1860.
5. Washington ……..all his slaves.
6. He promoted the passage to the Thirteenth ……….  to the American constitution.
7. He ………a global war on terror.
8. He ………combat troops from Iraq.
9. Before being elected President, Bush served as the ……….of Texas.  
10. The operation ………..in the death of Osama bin Laden.
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