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[bookmark: _Hlk349900832]11. A Discursive Essay
“...the essay is a literary device for saying almost everything about almost anything...” Aldous Huxley
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Essay#Definitions 

1. Why and for whom do people write essays? What types of essays do you read sometimes?

2. Read the following extract. What is the purpose of a discursive essay; what style is it often written in? 
A discursive essay is a type of essay that discusses a problem, a controversy, or a recent issue. This essay may be informal or formal, but is most often written in a formal manner. Many universities and classes require applicants and students to write this type of essay to examine and evaluate their skills in writing, thought formation, and analysis.
One of the distinguishing elements of a discursive essay is its objectivity. It is important that the writer presents the problem in an unbiased manner, discussing all points of argument thoroughly and carefully. If instructions allow the writer to side with one point, he should first present all sides before choosing one. 
http://www.wisegeek.com/what-is-a-discursive-essay.htm

3. Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F)
a) The topic is usually stated at the beginning.
b) There are no arguments set in this type of an essay.
c) You need to show your point of view from many different angles.
d) You do not have to prove your words with evidence.
e) It is a good idea to address the reader directly.
f) Quotations or provoking statements are irrelevant.
g) Individual points of view should be presented logically one after another.
h) Each point should be explained in one paragraph. 
4. Read the full text and check your answers.     
http://www.wisegeek.com/what-is-a-discursive-essay.htm
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5. The topic of the discursive essay is “The use of animals in medical research“; speculate about the answers the following questions.
· What is the main idea the writer is arguing about?
· What might be the points that contribute to the argument?
· What evidence does the writer offer to support the arguments?
· What is the structure of the discursive essay?
· How are the ideas linked in the essay?

6. Read the example of a discursive essay and answer the questions.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/standard/english/writing/discursive_writing/revision/7/

7. What are the most suitable topics for effective discursive essays?   



8. Read these topics and decide which ones could be used for an effective discursive essay?
My best friend; Free Education; School uniforms should be introduced also in the Czech Republic;  
When Jill met Tim; My most adventurous holiday; Smoking should be banned in public places
 
9. Read the following assignment and make some research with the use of internet. Prepare the layout of the discursive essay.

Write 210 – 250 words on the following subject:

Free education is one of the few benefits the Czech students have. This way all the students have the access to education without any discrimination.

Include the following points:
· the history of financing of education in the CR
· the role of education in people´s lives
· the importance of education today
· your personal views on the subject 
 
10.  Write an introductory paragraph of the essay.
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Answer key:
1. People in general write essays to present their personal view of the situation; students do so to prove their ability to write and form ideas.  Students´ own answers.
2. 
A discursive essay is a type of essay that discusses a problem, a controversy, or a recent issue. This essay may be informal or formal, but is most often written in a formal manner. Many universities and classes require applicants and students to write this type of essay to examine and evaluate their skills in writing, thought formation, and analysis.
One of the distinguishing elements of a discursive essay is its objectivity. It is important that the writer presents the problem in an unbiased manner, discussing all points of argument thoroughly and carefully. If instructions allow the writer to side with one point, he should first present all sides before choosing one. To make the essay more objective, it is recommended that the essay be written in a third-person perspective and avoid using first-person phrases such as “in my opinion,” “I believe,” and “I fully support.” In this way, a discursive essay is different from an argumentative essay, as the latter only presents one side of the issue and discusses details for or against that side. (But it may vary depending on the task).
http://www.wisegeek.com/what-is-a-discursive-essay.htm
3. 4. Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F)
a) The topic is usually stated at the beginning. T
b) There are no arguments set in this type of an essay. F
c) You need to show your point of view from many different angles. F
d) You do not have to prove your words with evidence. F
e) It is a good idea to address the reader directly. T 
f) Quotations or provoking statements are irrelevant. F
g) Individual points of view should be presented logically one after another. T
h) Each point should be explained in one paragraph. T
5. Student´s own answers. 
6. Read the example of a discursive essay “The use of animals in medical research“and answer the questions.
· What is the main idea the writer is arguing about? There are other ways to test the drugs these days. 
· Each paragraph has a sub-topic which contributes to the essay's main topic - what does each paragraph contribute to the argument? Different ways to test drugs; animals do not suffer from the same diseases as people; animals suffer from pain; people are not healthier; the good thing is that sometimes the tests help the animals; the tests are not always effective; the tests do not have to be done on animals;  
· What evidence does the writer offer to support the arguments? Statistics, data from research
· Which of the three suggested structures identified earlier does the writer adopt in this essay? The author is against the idea
· Does the writer link ideas clearly in the essay? Yes, the arguments are in logical order and the cohesive devices link the ideas in the text together very effectively. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/standard/english/writing/discursive_writing/revision/7/
7. Students’ own answers.   
Subjects that will capture the attention of the audience because they are interesting, unique and controversial make for effective discursive essay topics. Controversy or argument forms the basis of these essays. Topics such as smoking in public, abortion, school uniforms, the death penalty and raising taxes are appropriate because they can be argued for and against. 
http://www.wisegeek.com/what-is-a-discursive-essay.htm
8. Free Education; School uniforms should be introduced also in the Czech Republic; Smoking should  
   Be banned in public places

9. Write 210 – 250 words on the following subject:
Free education is one of the few benefits the Czech students have. This way all the students have the access to education without any discrimination.
Include the following points:
· the history of financing of education in the CR
· the role of education in people´s lives
· the importance of education today
· your personal views on the subject 

Useful links:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Education_in_the_Czech_Republic
http://www.mzv.cz/dublin/en/about_the_czech_republic/education_in_the_czech_republic/


One of possible layouts:
Free education means more educated population

Introduction: Free education – all students get education for free
Main body: a) Students have always had free education – history
                      b) People who study have a better life perspective
                      c) Crisis, less job opportunities 
Conclusion:  personal comment on the situation

10.  Students´ own answers.

